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Genome- wide identification and expression analysis of CIKNOX gene

family in watermelon

CHEN Yaxin, HU Aofeng, ZHANG Liming, LIU Quanquan, YANG Luming, ZHU Huayu, LIU Dong-
ming

(Horticulture College of Henan Agricultural University, Zhengzhou 450046, Henan, China)

Abstract: KNOTTED-like homeodomain (KNOX) gene family is a class of transcription factors encoding homeobox pro-
tein, which plays an important role in plant growth and stress responses. To further investigate the watermelon KNOX tran-
scription factor family members, the bioinformatics methods was utilized to identify and analyze their physical and chemi-
cal properties, gene structure, phylogeny, and expression patterns. The study revealed the presence of 12 KNOX genes in
the watermelon genome, all of which were identified in the nucleus, the result was consistent with their characteristics as
transcription factors. Most KNOX genes in watermelon exhibited the typical domains KNOX1, KNOX2, ELK, and Ho-
meobox_ KN, suggesting the significance of these domains in KNOX gene functionality. Phylogenetic analysis categorized
CIKNOX gene family members into four subgroups: ClassIA, ClassIB, ClassIIA, and ClasslIB. Analysis of promoter ele-
ments indicated that the CIKNOX gene family harbored numerous cis-acting regulatory elements associated with growth,
development, and stress response. The results of tissue expression analysis revealed distinct patterns for CIKNOX gene ex-
pression. Specifically, CIKNOX6 and CIKNOX]I1 exhibited high expression levels in roots and stems, whereas CIKNOX3
and CIKNOXI0 showed relatively high expression across all organs. However, all CIKNOX genes had low relative expres-
sion levels in flesh. These findings provide a basis for future investigations into the functional roles and tissue-specific ex-
pression patterns of CIKNOX genes in growth and development.
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Z PR A= A NARA 2 N R R AL R 558
TR T0 W B £ 30 A ) AT B SR B A AT
RSz A& S E ) 2% . AU S Y R K
% (homeobox gene family) 7E ) ¥ FAEY) & & VA 1%
o B EEAE 2 R SR B R SE IR 180
ANBEFEST S g b — N 60 AN IER 1) = M8 e 45
Py 3k, 5 4% 7 [ (1) homeobox 3 K5 [ S 81, [
JE ) H 5 — N homeobox FE[H Knotted-1 1£E
Kb BRI AR TR I, % R R KR
J U2 ARAE TR A R D R BE AR 8 SR T T
HAELLIEAE ) M R RIS, IR ESH —
A SRR I AL EE T, homeobox FRFEFIHE 73N
TALE F non-TALE W25, fEsh ¥ & %2 4
PRI TALE 52, 43 5 8 MEIS\IRO. TGIF Al
PBC, i 7 ¥ Y F X5 KNOX (KNOTTED-like ho-
mobox) fl BELL (BELL-like) % 2% 3 [ # % & 1,
KNOX ZFEREH &4 4 N #LR SE /88, 43 518 B
T R IR R R R Bl FE A C i (] U 45 4 ek
(Homeobox_KN) N #ij[#] KNOX1 1 KNOX2 LA K
S G INEI eSS ek 8 A -8 AU
YERI ELK 258938, H T MEIS Fl KNOX 5
S5 KR, KNOX1 F1 KNOX2 45 #4) 45 t #5 Ay
MEINOX 45 #a455 , E A AT 10 (R & b, 7228 — FN S
TUENEZ MR 3 NEAM R RR (P-Y-P)T, %
FREE RIS 5 | B DR KA R [F —RAL.

RIEFTIMHBE NS T E.REAKE KRR
IR IERE 5, KNOX R & 70 R 12811 80 M
s T 2R VF K HF SHOOT MERISTEMLESS
(STM) KNATI KNAT2 Al KNAT6 %5 4 Ak . A
R SR 0 TR B ) R, T 2RI SR 6 IR A 4y
AELRE TR G SR AR S T T KR
PR, WA T AL RIEY, STM JE R 1E
T A H R R R ST 4R AT T A
KNATI {F U078 57 AR ot 32 7 H 200 it A S i 2Rk A
XI5 STM RER B A ITURME" . KNAT2 1&
ZE T A2 21 GLURITAR A 2 3Rk 04, 1T KNATG 7
JVE i 25 T 23 A 4L 2R L 25 T 40 A 2 4330 L UORIAR
) A R R I, 11 28 S R, KNAT3
KNAT4 F KNATS 1E4F8 T+ R A 7 H 40 s e 1k
RIBBEA, KNAT3 TE4 R AT FIAR o 3R 04 B 5
i, 1 KNAT4 75 Wy f gl ovp Rk & & m '
KNATS5 1E4)1 5 FIMHT K B R X Rk, fER K h

(1) 2% 15 W] FH R Aw 12 40 B 43 24 R0 A K i 0
KNAT7 {ER G TFAR (1 i or i B IR0, E 0L B
TR 5 AR BETE B RN MR SR AL
B KNATM FE R, 75 W A 30 i - 36 o 155 5 P g2 AR T
FEAE RS B I T 2% B T I Sk Rk

B I A R R AN PR R AR R R —
R AR, B A o TR SRR A T A S AN
75 T2 2% Jik DR ZH B0 R AN AL, DUORS s 1 SR
S5 B H K 27 8 FF OO VR B B R 1) 32 2
RFETT A o B R B SRR U 4% R IR R S I A
B B R o T ARG hE B A B B AL . KNOX
FRFEE A AL R E e, BEM Y 48
HREAETEAEIEEH. Hil KNOX Kk
DRITE & 7 RHE P Hh (1 450 U= R T 28 )RR 3IUR , 78
BN A 7RI, KNOX F 3L TKN2 Kl TKN4
5 APRR2 Fik M — 5, M L AT g 3L A 1 2 3 K
2 AR AR AL P ESUR BT T KNOX
4 FEDRZH KT 10 %6 58 RN AL 21 638 20 ), T 6t %ot 7
JNE KA RGN FIRE . 2EH IR A KT
XSV KNOX JE R R RO AT T % i, 3t
IESRAS T 12 NPE K KNOX FEIH, xof FL P Ak 1 i
P40 B e A R GEHEACRT e ik s 4 AN R 3T oo
PEBEAT T 20 B, I35 FH I8 4 PR R AR e 1 75 A ek
WT2 SRR A AL RIEB A, DA — 2 T
KNOX KL EFE R Ih e iR 2%

1 MRS TG

1.1 EYE

ISR TCE A E 28 R WT2, iR RO K
22 2 B N BAE A R 5 5 7 8 Fhs2 56 = U
BT, R e gL . W T 2023 £ 5—11 H
TEI] A AR MY K 22 el 205 B N R AE P 2 R 41 5 4+
B Pheess = AT .

HSOFFRL P 1) WT2 78 AT, 55 °Cii iz iz i
M2 5 3 T X, OB AE N A% 4H (28 °C,
16 h YEHE/8 h MM , AHXHE B 70%) Mo T3 1 1.0
I S A E iR 2 KA, I 3 S PR K it A L
F BT va SRS ER I, TF RS A S .
W JE 28 d 23 BVEUHR 25 i T B R R S PR A 2H 21
T, K FH B AL X 2 AT HURE , MR AR E 3
REE . B R 2 8 a0 5 T A s
%, B J5 A7 T80 °CHREAR IR VK AR 4% .

1.2 7%
1.2.1  CIKNOX & IR K 7% ik | 49 % 52 Fo FE AL R T

.19.



X ISR 5T

hOE R

37 %

A PERSERRA B AT R SR A
R DR 2H 208 2 (http://cucurbitgenomics.org/
organism/21) , K A 97103-V2 iR A ZH™. IR I+
(Arabidopsis thaliana L.) 275 3K 4 & H 741 1E
B SO o KNOX #E DR 57 0 1l 03 04 35 #0E
TAIR [ 3 Chttps://www.arabidopsis.org/index.jsp) o
KNOX F R Z R 25 A 5 R B 1 IR B RAT R SCA R 4%
T pfam H(#E FE (http:/pfam. Xfam.org/) ™. NIR1G
HERA 1Y) CIKNOX R 2558 15 &, , B Je 1 pfam H4f
T 3 KNOX ik PR 57 ik 25 16 3801 a1 7R s I A 28
SO, A8 hmmer B4 74 IR 800 22 AT HO
R AR 5 DL I KNOX &5 H 7 91 A #R &, 1
V0 JTCHE DR 20 B4 e AT 30 R o 4 DL B A 7 i3k
3 1) KNOX % H J¥ 41| /£ NCBI-CDD ¥ % (http:/
www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/Structure/cdd/wrpsb.cgi) i A4T
TR S5 8 L 79 315 KINOX &5 44 435 14 fige e 2
1, F| I 7E 2k 1. 5 ProtParamtool Chttps:/web.ex-
pasy.org/protparam/) 73 7 P JIN KNOX Z5Jik i 07 24
FRHH VR0 S SRR
H Cell-PLoc2.0 Chttp://www.csbio.sjtu.edu.cn/bioinf/
Cell-PLoc-2/) Tl - J K] {1 V. 208 i s A2 ™

122 CIKNOX # B &) 5 &4k 5 42 Ao Bk B 25 40 9
A I R DR AH B R R A B SR R AR K
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1.2.4 CIKNOX # B 694 gk A 4 B NS4
ZURE i BT 5 R TR TR AT B RO K, AE
A B 3o A A AN BT Tl A R I NV, 7 L i AE
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meobox_KN £ # 35 A1 At S Y (R 25 44 38, o 13K
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IIMTEE R (R )R, PR KNOX S5 M 4w 65 &
H 4 1 i = A~ 13.59 (CIKNOX9) ~51.78 ku
(CIKNOXS) , Jmt & 318 N 116 (CIKNOX9)~467 />
(CIKNOX10 ! CIKNOXS) , & M 5 i 55 N 4.44
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Table 1 Primer sequence for CIKNOX qRT-PCR
E SRS IE 51453 SR 514 (531
Gene name Forward primer sequence(5'- 3") Reverse primer sequence(5'- 3')
CIKNOXI TTCTTCTCAGCAGCACCACC TCACATGTTGTTGAAGCTGCTC
CIKNOX2 CATGGCTCATCCCCACTACC GCACACACTTCTTCAAGCCG
CIKNOX3 CTCGCTGCCTACGTCAACT GATCATCCCCACGTCCCG
CIKNOX4 CCCCTTTATCCCAAGCTGGTT GAGGGTGATTTTCACGGCCA
CIKNOX5 CATTGAGCAGTCCCTACAAAGC TTTGCATCGCTGTTGACTTGG
CIKNOX6 CCTCCTCGAAGCCTACATGG GCTGCCGTGCTTCAAATTCT
CIKNOX7 TCCCACTTATCCTCGTTTGCTC GTCGCTTTCTTGACGGATTCC
CIKNOXS GCGTTCGTGAACTGCCAAAA GCCGATATCACTTCCACGGT
CIKNOX9 CTTCACTGGTGGAACAGCCA TTTTCGGGTTAGGCCTGTCG
CIKNOX10 AAATACTCGTCGCTGGGCAA CGAACATGCTGCTGGAGTTG
CIKNOX11 CCAAGCTTTCTTGGATTGCCA GGTGGACGCCATTGAAGACC
CIKNOXI2 CCCAGAAGATGCTCTCACCC ACAAGCAAGCTATCTCCGGAG
ClActin CCATGTATGTTGCCATCCAG GGATAGCATGGGGTAGAGCA
F2 AN KNOX MR LA E L

Table 2 Physical and chemical characteristics, subcellular localization of KNOX gene in watermelon
LR AR JEH 1D for FILRE B T Sl TANHE ST
Gene name Gene ID Location Amino acid number Molecular mass/’ku  pl Subcellular localization
CIKNOX1 Cla97C01G003320 3115592-3118800 301 33.89 6.16 41114 Nucleus
CIKNOX?2 Cla97C01G021290 33581956-33585215 351 39.14 6.01 4% Nucleus
CIKNOX3 Cl1a97C02G028600 2087790-2091705 342 38.59 6.54 4% Nucleus
CIKNOX4 Cl1a97C02G040680 28605041-28608189 325 36.47 5.12 #HiJf1#% Nucleus
CIKNOXS Cla97C05G097580 26974963-26979195 467 51.78 6.10 1A% Nucleus
CIKNOX6 Cla97C05G098920 28102310-28106247 363 41.66 6.03 4lf#% Nucleus
CIKNOX7 Cla97C05G107680 34523357-34530079 324 36.86 5.12 4lfA% Nucleus
CIKNOXS Cla97C06G 126730 28458880-28459828 164 17.50 4.44 4lAA% Nucleus
CIKNOX9 Cla97C06G126740 28465450-28466835 116 13.59 8.89 4l A% Nucleus
CIKNOX10  Cla97C08G156950 24581049-24585113 467 51.61 5.59 4l A% Nucleus
CIKNOX11 Cla97C08G160490 27279508-27284950 378 42.88 5.89 4HAfA% Nucleus
CIKNOX12  Cla97C08G161580 27996438-28009722 275 31.38 5.49 YHfA% Nucleus

2.2 CIKNOX ZRIEE R R G AL E FEE 5
Jett ke r 45 AR, T4 CIKNOX % [R5k
112 N FKIERAEF AT 5 FA R R §e ik b
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%o W 1-B o[ LLE H, 75K CIKNOX ZX R 3 35
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t, CIKNOX8 T CIKNOX9 R&H 1 MHE T,
CIKNOX2 Ml CIKNOX3 & H 3 ™ W & T
CIKNOXI. CIKNOX4. CIKNOX6. CIKNOX7.

CIKNOXII Ml CIKNOXI2 & H 4 PN & T,
CIKNOX5 F1 CIKNOX10 &4 5 P& T
2.3 CIKNOX KGRI RGH LTI

T St TR 2 I L A S BRI K e 25 2 1)
Tor 2R I X H AR 57 45 K 38 A BRI S B 2 O3 il HE %
TEY) L 3R-A5 09 KNOX & R 9 124111112
13 4~ FRx S RL R 5 3RA5 1) 12 > CIKNOX BEK A
8 AN ATKNOX 3t IR % 1t (1) & B R 7 41 45 &, F
Hl MUSCLE.Jalview 1 IQ-TREE % ff:#4 & KNOX
ARG KEM. HE 2T LEH, T KNOX
Z 5 5 N Class 11 Class I A4S 4 ¢, H o
KNOX Class 13X i3t — 43 1A FIB 2 A ;
KNOX Class 143 ATA fIIIB 2 ME4H. 12 4
CIKNOX ¥: K J& T ClassTA f1H 5 /4, H
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Fig. 1 Chromosome distribution of KNOX gene(A)and gene structure(B)in watermelon

CIKNOX2 F1 CIKNOX3 5 AT1G62360.1 J& T [ —
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45 K35, Motif 3 X N ELK 45 4 45 , Motif 4 %} &
KNOX2 5 K48 . CIKNOX R K b, B T
CIKNOXS I CIKNOX9 LK, #i & 4 AN LR (1 45
P4, Bl KNOX1.KNOX2.ELK 1 Homeobox KN
CIKNOX9 E. 74 Homeobox KN F1 ELK %5 #4 4
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1, Motif 1.Motif 2. Motif 3 HELH K N 11 K, Mo-
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Fig. 2 Phylogenetic analysis of KNOX gene family among watermelon, Arabidopsis thaliana, cucumber, melon, wax gourd,
bottle gourd and rice

Name p-value  Motif Locations Motif Symbol
CIKNOXI ~ 7.39e-169 [ T 1. m—
CIKNOX2 ~ 2.62e-173 [ ¢ . % E
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Fig. 3 Conserved motifs and domains of watermelon KNOX gene family

tif 4 BTN 10 WK, B ke W CIKNOX 5%t
BE DR S Wtk i AR ST o RIS, NEIL G R B OR
G R R BUE MR — KR CIKNOX F: R {E £ A
SHEHRMEASEWES A LB EGE&ER

e

o

2.5 CIKNOXEEHBshFIRAER T4

i 2 AE FH G At A 2 PR 3R 0K 1 428 B AR
FH LA B 1A 525 D5 o] REAE J3 2 7 H B AT AL i
oot . N T EIF AR S CIKNOX KR F R 3R
KR IEALE R E T CIKNOX 5% % B A ) _E i

« 23 .



X ISR 5T

hOE R

37 %

2000 bp HIEF 4751, H 45 & PlantCARE (4 2
X H G A F o AT P . 25 SR an i 4 o, JL
F-Hr A CIKNOX % I 5 3l 1 X AT A7 A5 4 Fh 2k
R AR F ot B 7 B A3 3 7 oot 4h ik
TV AERKKE ALY E [N SN A R
R BT IotE . fE RS M SR K B 5% AH O 11 5
PR 53 1%, o e motif G v R I, J3 3 5 o 2 Moo
56 NAH S, g b 2 T R on R 56.45%,
i1 Box 4. GA-motif\MRE.GT1-motif.chs-CMA1la.
G-box GATA-motif\ TCT-motif\ I-box . TCCC-motif
ATCT-motif\ G-box. ATC-motif\3-AF1 binding site.
LAMP- element. chs- CMA2a. AE- box. Spl.
TCCC-motif - AAAC-motif Il ACE % Ji3 3T Ju 4+

550 SR 9% 2 WY R DR 30 1 4 52 01 FA) 5 R A
Ko HWEE [ N AH R TCHF 2 20.97%, EE A
# TC-rich repeats- ARE .LTR \MBS . WUN-motif %
SR PR AR 50005 55 S RAH SR oA
5P R S B TR A s 14.92% , EEAA S
ABRE . TATC-box . P-box . TGA-box . TCA-element
LEHRER FER VERKRR KR EEYEER
MR Te s MY A KR B MR ITTIHA A 7.26%
H £ 4 MSA- like. GCN4_motif. CAT- box.
02-site« AACA_motif AT-rich element %% i )7 4 ffy
JaARYE JRAK B AR SREEE KK E R
Mioefh. 25 LAk, CIKNOX JE K T e 76 1 15 fH 4
AR E AR A e i N AR P A AR

== TATC-box
Lopr oo Bexd
I LU I | 15¢

CIKNOX]1 H

CIKNOX?2 | | —

mm GCN4-motif
mm TC-rich repeats
“ | | GA-moti

I I == MRE
ATCT-motif
| | | ||| w==ARE
I | 11T == GTl-motif

cIkNOX3 —+H+HHH I

crnoxsAH—HHH——HH A H— =

ciknvoxs HH—=—H——H—+H—"~+—

mm TCT-motif
mm GATA-motif
== ABRE

G-box
== TCA-element
| Ly ==ib

cikNoxsH | i

0X
| Tl TCCC-motif
== TGA-element

== MBS

CIKNOX7 —HH —tH

I H I CAT-box _
== ATC-motif
WUN-motif

CIKNOXS i |

| | == circadian
I~ LAMP-clement

-Box
= ACA-motif

CIKNOX9—} - b -

ap-box
== 3-af]binding site
AACA_motif

CIKNOX10 H+—

CIKNOX11 —}—} HH—

AE-box’

GARE-motif
== (O2-site

chs-CMA2a

CIKNOXI2 H—F— |

== AT-rich element
= Spl

| A-box

) . . .. Cbp)

== AuxRR-core
mm AAAC-motif
3" == ACE

0 250 500 750 1000

1250 1500 1750 2000

4 AKX KNOX BEhFIRSARR Tt o34

Fig. 4 Analysis of cis-acting elements of watermelon KNOX promoter
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