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Abstract: Watermelon silver mottle virus (WSMoV) disease is devastating to watermelon production. To investigate the
occurrence patterns and control measures of the disease in field production, a brief overview is given on the field symp-
toms, global distribution, and transmission methods of the virus. Herein we summarize the keys to preventing and control-
ling the WSMoV disease lies in addressing the transmission vector, Thrips palmi. In addition, the measures of chemical
treatment, physical control, agricultural practices, and biological control are introduced to effectively manage the spread
of the watermelon silver mottle virus disease by Thrips palmi.
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Note: A. CGMM V-infected watermelon shows mottling on leaves and sponginess, rotting flesh for fruit; B. WSMoV- infected watermelon exhib-

its silvery-gray mottling on both leaves and fruit rind. The red box highlights the silvery-gray mottled areas; C. The fruit of WSMoV- infected water-
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Fig. 1 Symptoms of watermelon plants infected with CGMMYV and WSMoV in the field
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