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Analysis of endophytic bacteria diversity and growth- promoting func-

tions in melon (Cucumis melo L.) seeds

SUN Beibei', ZHOU Yu’, WANG Lijun', XUAN Zhengying’

(1. Instrumental Analysis Center, Tarim University, Alar 843300, Xinjiang, China; 2. College of Hydraulic and Architectural Engineer-
ing, Tarim University, Alar 843300, Xinjiang, China; 3. College of Horticulture and Forestry, Tarim University, Alar 843300, Xinjiang,
China)

Abstract: To identify endophytes in melon (Cucumis melo L.) seeds and verify their plant growth-promoting functions,
melon seeds were used as the experimental materials. Endophytes were isolated using the dilution plating method, and
their diversity was analyzed based on 16S rRNA gene sequencing. The isolated endophytes were evaluated for their abili-
ties in phosphate solubilization, nitrogen fixation, potassium solubilization, production of indole-3-acetic acid (IAA), sid-
erophore production, and cellulose decomposition using various growth-promoting media. The results showed that 39 bac-
terial strains were successfully isolated from the melon seeds, belonging to 7 species across 3 genera(Bacillus, Escherich-
ia, Shigella), with Bacillus being the dominant genus. All species exhibited nitrogen fixation and TAA production capabili-
ties, while 5 species belonging to the Bacillus and Escherichia genera demonstrated siderophores production. In conclu-
sion, the melon seeds harbored diverse endophytes, and all endophytes possess growth-promoting functions. This study re-
veals the diversity of endophyte in melon seeds and provides valuable germplasm resources for the development of envi-
ronmentally friendly biofertilizers.

Key words: Melon seeds; Endophytes; Diversity; Plant growth promotion
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(ACC) P2 R ARG NI o AR 304 | [ 40
TR AR 3R TR 2 W 3 s G AR e [ T R G
P IS )95 JER 5 B A AR AE Y il (R 25 VIR
T 5 L ER BRI 4 JE D AR PT 1Y AOlb AR T A R ORAIE
7R 2 AL S AR A RN Tt AL S IR X Lk
RN AT 22 5] AR A0 DR TR PR 24 1 | b 4R 45 DA
SR 7K G S IR ) @, BRI, VE 2 A
WA B B RS A b s REEER A
T AT DA ARG A 25 REDRS) AR 7R 2 5 SR F 7 T 52 e, 2 £
— PRI BT AU A 7 T 5 AR DGR PR A R AR
RN = B 55 5 T R I B K 737 Rl A2 ol
THNARE A NED KRGS N AR
B, WU S R A S S B PR,
I, BF FEM T AR TR ) 2 R SO AR D RE R T
FE R T B4k A 00 v R R HE Bl AR Al e K R B A
Lo

H AT, ¢ T Y A A B BB AE K FE "
F TR EY) R B 2 R, s N AR
& H 1 AT BB (Bacillus) F1 AR R B &
(Pseudomonas) % 18 B A [ A A BE ™ TAA 55
ZMEAETIRE . SAT, B X TRRAE YRR+ 9 AR B8 1Y)
BIFFOAEN B2, 0 H 2 1 9 A2 TR 1 22 R A
HARAE DR B S b T B B . CA B 7Rk
18 , W P RHE A A1 N AR TR AT DLIE I e R B R
B BER A (P PUE RE 77, 18 0T DL I R AR S
Jo7 R A Tt 0 7 40 s N, I HL 3k B R
R R H T R P DR, (E L N AR R ) R TR
RS AR A D RE AR AT BT . R, AHIE 5T AR
RN R, BAE TR AT R N A 2
FEVE , FFVPAL AR A 77, MR R R I A )
B 7 HESD AR ML 2R 0 R it £ T AE IR

U bR

1.1 ##

R T 2024 5 3—12 AER BAR K51l
WO AT . WRIE AR T8 B 5T 4 LR
T BR TTAE 2 7 AR 7= 1) 75 M 2 i TR A8 F
12 EHHE

Or B AR IR 3 B b B A R A
Al R A ThRE R 7R 5 H AL SR R R A R A
Ao e IRk E IR 7R A (NAD LB HilE
B R K — S R R L v B 4 W B R s R 3
(SDAD . 1y #4257 %) 5 35 g i 77 5 (PDAD s Al (b 15
FRE E RIS R E (NA) L ThRs S L 5 4
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RRE FRHL NBRIP 5773 (il 20 U1 (TS RS 77 5 ff
BIREFREE (410 B B 973 (CAS B IR 3L AT 4E KNI
AR
1.3 EHAMFRERENS S S0 RIRE

SR PR U AT P ARE " o B i JIOR 7 9 2R R
22 K LR 5 iR Bl IRR 7 3E AT 9 B AR BE L B
B 1.0 g ik 5 163 1)t TORR - 0N T 1 R e #F
75% L BEIR I 30 s, To T K BEE 5 1K, 5% NaClO %
R S min, TR /KBRS 5 IR o — IRBEEIK
WL 100 pL PRAT T2 B EE R B AR A0t B, DA 7 it
JRF T B AR A o K A 3 AT 1D A I Fh 7 i AR
TR PEAR LT Ko, ARG RN TE R, TN
9 mL A= B K 78 73 RIS , R bF B AR FH A B R K M R
2 10°.10°-10° A1 10° %, 73 5 EL 100 uL 345 T 7
BREFRAE b, BEFR 5 B IR I 0 AR A 3
ANSPAT AL B, JCE 28 °C1H 5 RS 77 46 8] B B 9%,
RERUEE 1 R

FEE G TARE & BRI B RV T NA KRk
b RECTAR R 2Rk AT 4tk

ali b 5 0 TR PR R FH 328 R T PR R 1 AT AR K
2 mL %2 8 & ZE UF TR A 2E , 121 °C sy KA
20 min, M5 & . B 20% Mg @58 , BEAS 22
B % 500 pL, 115 °C R K B 20 min. 768 T
E G T B2 Ak 5 () B Pk T T B IR 9ok 5 ZE 4F
TC T i Fi 1 2E T80 °CUKFH W% 4 h, ¥4 Tl 4 (1)
FE S CE A R T IRHL N AT AR T TR
22V RS AT 10, S R 2 A I T
TEARAE o
14 FHEMTREENLEE

SR FH Iy e 202 B2 A B i R 2 DN 78 i 1
TEGH, HE 1.5 mL K@ & 0855
480 pL 1 xTE ZEMP0A 20 pL ¥ #BF(50 mg-mL™) ,
PRIUE & A T B0 o IO E TR 2 K 37 °C
Ry FREH. & ERAHE A 50 uL SDS
(20%)F1 5 ul 25 A K(20 mg-mL") % 1.5 mL
B O, ON 60 °CIE IR K AR /K 1 h,
30 min &% 1 R KB RAF B OB IKE =, i
N 550 uL My - 5007« R (AR LE 25024 D
R ERERRIR 2, 12 000 - min™ B0 10 min, W 1
HRER R 5808, NS BIE RS AR T
My G0 - VAR AR 2 . #ERS 1.5 mL
ToH B0, NN 800 uL JE/K ZEEFN 80 pL 2R
BN (3 mol - L), R Y BB R 42 B 00, N 4 °C
VKFEEE 1h LLE. 12 000 r- min" & > 15 min,
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7 EWEW . 300 pl 70%0H) 2B e B O 7= W) 2
X510 000 r-min” &0 5 min, 7 FiHR. FEOLE
W) AR R 58 CH A SR GE 2 R, It
50 pL ddH.O ¥f# DNA, A -20 °CUKFEIRFF#5 H -

4il B H 51 %) 27F (5- AGAGTTTGATCCTG-
GCTC- 3" # 1492R (5 CGGCTACCTTGTTAC-
GACTT-3") , ¥ 14 16S rRNA £ [K ", PCR 1k %
(25 uL) : Tag PCR Mix12.5 uL, 5|4 27F 1 1492R
% 0.5 uL,dd H,O 11 uL,DNA f4% 0.5 uL. PCR X
% A% : 95 °CHAE 1 5 min, 95 °CAE 14 30 5,55 °CiE
K 30 s,72 °CHE M 2 min, 35 MEFF, 72 °C IE fif
10 min. PCR =45k B ok ks A 4 f5 16 42 T 4R
V) TRE RO e A BR A w47 e o 48 o 0
g I % ¢ EzBioCloud"” £ 4 F¢ i3k AT b Xt . % H
MEGA 7 B4 PL AR $212: (neighbor-joining , NJ) i
1T RO S R G AR 2
1.5 EINFFRERREEDNE
1.5.1  #skae ) el e B LA HLEE R TC LB
T AFALE , DRI A 56 5 FH 56 4 0 33 77 2k QA
HLAED) A1 NBRIP 35753 G JCATLA D I 5 B ik 10 77 1o
Ae Sy @I g B Leont HE R 2R I E R T
A B R E AR N AR RS ARG
BT BB 2 FhRE IR I b R 1R R RN RS 75 R
3RE K, 28 °CEIE B 3% 7 d, il i i o Pl EL AR AN
% BRI L R W s ek e =
1.5.2 RAE Ay a9 SR AP AR R 2R VAN HE R
A5 IS TR~ P A T R T B 2 DL PG T 28
FrHE b A E R 3 IRE R, 28 CCRIE R 7 d,
PR A R K, RO HA TE AR T PR
IR AK, RN H T AR
1.53  f&4rat 7/ el e 1 P Af B s 7R L) e
SRR N A2 B R R ET E J0 , H  JTCRh 7 P4 A B e
TR EE TR b AR 3 IR, 28 °CHHIE
Ri % 7 d, 8 I A Bl L A% R B VR AR 11 LU AR )
fifR e RE 1™
1.54 FIAA R A = Al 3-15 Wk £ B B il
TAA 5 HE ¥ W0 A 11V WO B2 (p) 2 1043050
70100 mg- L, I 545 HEVE T SR FA ) Salkows-
ki bt 831 (35% HClO,: 0.5 mol - L' FeCl,=50: 1),
REHEE N8 B 30 min Jo , {3 FH 3£ [H PerkinElmer 24
H] 42 77 ) Lambda 365 %5 #F 0l UL 43 O O B F AE
530 nm P FIE TAA FIbniEiZE.

%% Salkowski Lt LN E AR TAA B2 7.
PRI A T FL V& PP T 10 mL 57 100 mg-L

L-B AR M4 K B AR =5 AT AR 3 X
HE, LA M EEN S A 100 mg- L -4 &R
(194 K BRIk 8% 75 56 42 A o R, 23 1 0 R
3 K EHE,28°C. 150 r-min' PERIE I 7d )5,
10 000 r- min™ B0 10 min, B} _EiEW % 3 IREHE
1 EIERA A, NS AR AT Salkowski
7% (35%HCI10,:0.5 mol- L FeCL=50: 1) , B HE 14
T HHE 30 min J5 , {32 [H PerkinElmer 2 7] 42 7~
ff) Lambda 365 %5 #h 0] W, 73 )% BE 11 4 530 nm %
KR E FE L TAA P22,

155 Fa#AR Mz Kl MW AER
RAET CAS ¥igdE b, A wbkil 3 IRE & ,28 °C
{5 B H5 9% 7 d, a0 S B VR B B 0 B P T A, it
% R R B AT P R BRI 8 0, 8 T AR B R B
Rl T 42 R A V& LA D B AL P DB B e 7k A4 1
jj[27]Q

156 oL LFaHeymz KR 1 A
W T A e R NI A8 7 3 b, AN B R A 3 Ik
HA,28 °CHIE IR 7 d, WEL B VA J& [l A5 JC 3% B 1]
T R 5 8 3 1537 A P 4 R 1 T LA 1 L 1
PR R AT 4 2R 1 RE ™Y

2 AR50

2.1 EHAFFREEZHEMSESH

KA 5 Ty B B IR 0w TR N AR B AT
I3 B AL AR TR VR R AE A A PR B R B RS 42
I & AR (K1 40 DNA, PCR ¥ 38U /7, J3 51 beoxof 285
o CEL D, TR T o 2 B3R AT 39 PR, 41
WO JET 3 N8 7 AN, 3 ANE S AN AT R
(Bacillus) <352 45 K B J& (Escherichia) &% K TH &
(Shigella) , 7 N™Fh 5 AN Bacillus altitudinis Bacil-
lus australimaris Bacillus pumilus Bacillus safensis
subsp. safensis Bacillus zhangzhouensis  Escherichia
fergusonii- Shigella flexneri. 1E 7y B 3R-A3 M N A4
W, Bacillus J& BP0 2 B B (3L 5 AN FD , BRI
A HI5E Bacillus J& N F B E -
22 EHAFFREEREIGES

XFEE AT 7 BN A ZZ-1 (Bacillus zhang-
zhouensis) 7Z7-3 (Bacillus australimaris) Z7-4 (Ba-
cillus safensis subsp. safensis) «ZZ-10(Bacillus pumi-
lus)  7ZZ- 15 (Bacillus altitudinis) « ZZ- 19 (Shigella
flexneri) < 2Z-30 (Escherichia fergusonii) 13t 17 V%5 1% -
[P 20 AR L 7 TAA P BR B L o R AT e 3 e
S, S5 OR T Wk N A T 38 T VA SRR R 4 SR AT
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99.78%
99.78%
99.78%
99.78%
99.78%
99.78%
99.78%
99.78%

Z27-36 Escherichia fergusonii ATCC 35469
Z7.7-37 Escherichia fergusonii AICC 35469
7.7-35 Escherichia fergusonii AICC 35469
727-34 Escherichia fergusonii AICC 35469
7.7-33 Escherichia fergusonii AICC 35469
7.7-32 Escherichia fergusonii AICC 35469
727-31 Escherichia fergusonii AICC 35469
Z7.7-30 Escherichia fergusonii AICC 35469

63

99

99.78%
99.78%
99.78%
99.78%
99.78%

Z2.7-29 Escherichia fergusonii AICC 35469
72.7-28 Escherichia fergusonii AICC 35469
Z.7-27 Escherichia fergusonii AICC 35469
Z7.7-26 Escherichia fergusonii AICC 35469
72.7-24 Escherichia fergusonii AICC 35469
72.7-23 Escherichia fergusonii AICC 35469 99.78%
Z7.7-22 Escherichia fergusonii AICC 35469 99.78%
2.7-21 Escherichia fergusonii AICC 35469 99.78%

96

—
0.02

8

54

72.7-20 Escherichia fergusonii AICC 35469 99.78%
Z27-16 Escherichia fergusonii AICC 35469 99.78%
727-13 Escherichia fergusonii AICC 35469 99.78%
Z2.7-12 Escherichia fergusonii AICC 35469 99.78%
Z2.7-39 Escherichia fergusonii AICC 35469 99.78%
Z2.7-19 Shigella flexneri AICC 29903 99.86%

Z.7-25 Bacillus altitudinis 41KF2b 100%
Z7.7-38 Bacillus altitudinis 41KF2b 100%
Z.Z-18 Bacillus altitudinis 41KF2b 100%
Z.Z-15 Bacillus altitudinis 41KF2b 100%
Z.Z-11 Bacillus altitudinis 41KF2b 100%
rZZ-1 Bacillus zhangzhouensis DW5-4 99.93%
\‘[ZZ-S Bacillus australimaris NH71 1 99.86%
9

72.7-10 Bacillus pumilus ATCC 7061 99.93%

safensis FO-36b
safensis FO-36b
safensis FO-36b
safensis FO-36b
safensis FO-36b

100%
100%
100%
100%
100%

7.7-2 Bacillus safensis subsp.
Z2.7-4 Bacillus safensis subsp.
Z2.7-5 Bacillus safensis subsp.
7.7-6 Bacillus safensis subsp.
7.7-7 Bacillus safensis subsp.
7.7-8 Bacillus safensis subsp. safensis FO-36b 100%

72.7-9 Bacillus safensis subsp. safensis FO-36b 100%

7.7-14 Bacillus safensis subsp. safensis FO-36b 100%

7.7-17 Bacillus safensis subsp. safensis FO-36b 100%

1 FHNFFAEEET 16S rRNA EEF5#EH Neighbour-Joining 22 4t it 1L #

Fig. 1 Neighbour-Joining phylogenetic tree based on 16S rRNA gene sequences of endophytic bacteria in melon seeds

YEZRITRE ST+ 7 R A A B 35 AT DUE Bg 20 DL BRI 85
Frdk BAEK, BHATE%AE T, WWE 2. SR Salkows-
ki bbfikE ElE R4S /KW, 7 N ER D EA
7= IAA RBE 77, B PR 2Z-10 0 TAA P& N
10.43 mg- L', Btk ZZ-1.22-3.ZZ-4 1] IAA 7= &4y
BN 5.87.4.98.5.65 mg- L', B ¥k ZZ-15.2Z-19.
77-30 1] TAA P2 &= %3 38 3.90.3.79.3.79 mg- L™,
X R R E R 22-10 77 TAA KIRE 180 , Bk
77-1.77-3.77-4 77 1AA B RE 11k 2 , 1B Bt
77-1.77-3.7ZZ-4 7= 1AA [ 6E 77 0% 58 T 1 £k
ZZ-15.ZZ-19.72Z-30, WK 3 F1k 1. 5 BkINAEBE
(2Z-1.27-3.22-4.22-15.27-30) B P2k H A 1)
A 77, T BT 07 B P B AR AN VR AR A
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ST B AR PR B AR Y RE T, 45 R H B bR 2244
ZZ-30 ;=R F AR I BE 714y 0 R 1324 1.35, TR PR
727-1.77-3.ZZ-15 F=&R AR 68 113 98 1.24,
1.20.1.17, X — 45 RE W Wtk 2Z-4.2Z-30 778k %,
PRI BE JIug 50 T 3 bk 22-1.22-3.22-15, WK 4 F1
x1.

3 Wi E4R

ARHIEFTME R Fh o 20 B3R 15 39 Bk N AR T
28 16S rRNA Wl 7 L Xt 4558 7 /N, Hob Bacillus
N E . X — RIS 2 45 R — 5, Chen
SN F R 2 B 1 86 Ak N AR 1 LA Bacillus
N R, I HA 50% 1 A A B R B R B
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Fig. 2 Growth of endophytic bacteria from melon seeds on Ashby's nitrogen-free medium

= H H =t g urh o i =iy JH \ ST
BC ZZ-1 ZZ-3 ZZ-4 Z7ZZ-10 ZZ-15 ZZ-19 ZZ-30
|

[

VE:“BC” AR,
Note: “BC” stands for blank control.

B3 MIAMTFRERE™IAAZBER
Fig.3 Colorimetric detection of IAA produced by melon seed endophytes

1H:22-10 F1 2Z-19 For=ghii i he
Note: ZZ-10 and ZZ-19 lack siderophore production capability.
B4 FHAMTFRERE CASIERE FHNEKER
Fig. 4 Growth of melon seed endophytic bacteria on CAS medium

A K BRI s Khalaf S5 A BHED R 208 WX S Pl RIS PUERN , B 68% M55t 4
169 BRI AETR , HEE 7 X e N AR EERE BN Bacillus F1 Paenibacillus ; Mukherjee %5 M J&
(Rhizoctonia solani Fusarium graminearum- Phy- — WES 3B H 29 MR N A, 8 Mk A T FM 1,21
tophthora capsici~ Pythium aphanideratum. Podos- HRE T RMT. 3T 16SIRNA KRG KE 7
phaera fuliginea) WIEAIMEUE R, KL 70% 8 M A4E Mr& B, - N A4l B )8 T Enterobacter Bacillus «
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Table 1 Evaluation of plant growth-promoting traits in
melon seed endophytic bacteria

BtkGR s 77 IAA Be ) PR RE ) [F S RE )
Strain TAA production  Siderophore Nitrogen

number  capacity/(mg-L") production capability fixation capacity
77-1 5.87 1.24 +
77-3 4.98 1.20 +
77-4 5.65 1.32 +
77-10 10.43 0.00 +
77-15 3.90 1.17 +
77-19 3.79 0.00 +
77-30 3.79 1.35 +

RN B MREEDT .

Note: “+” indicates positive capability.

Pseudomonas - Staphylococcus  Pantoea M Mixta J& ,
RO A AR 73 A AR AT DA BE R AR, O B
T W S AL 0T 9 iR AT PRI 47C A 5 Choil 5551 AP AR 373
B 13 RN AETE S 3O 6 SR Bacil-
lusRhodococcus Streptomyces - Staphylococcus  Pae-
nibacillus Pseudomonas, H 8 & N 4 B & I H i
77 TAA P BR BRI e 4285 1% 5 Zhang 4552 N
fE Py B 13 BRI AE AN B, CU4E Bacillus En-
terobacter - Brevibacterium Geobacillus - Staphylococ-
cus W&, o Bacillus it 76.9%, AR HE, H
KDL 4 ¥k Bacillus BEWS .25 JEKF5 W FRAT 26t 75
fire IXUEHF TR, Bacillus 152 FHEYIM N A H
rh ik A7 AE H o5 a0 AL, AW T 45 R, R
7 N AE B LA T 8 02 Bacillus , 25 5K 511 N
.

WA B A KR & O AR, AT
FORIN , BT T~ A A2 R A AR A FH = S AR ILAE (2]
B TAA B EE . BRI E KK R ITR
o BBy N AR B AR R B R O R T
DA B 3 (N NHLO ™, TAA AR K
T b ) B SRR AT TR I P o0 ik A
P AR TAA W] LGEREAE P AN 8 AR AN AR 7
F 38 SR AR YR WSO K 73 MR B RE 0. BRERA R
—Jxt Fe' B msR M TN T AL & AERE )
A K R AT LR SRR Dk 7T 3R B IORI A S 38
6 Jo 189 5 A O I 1k R0 S DN SRR B A A P
B2 N AR TR i AR P 0 A R ) B A R AR
F, UL AT 2 0l T A ZN R, S A A A2
Mo o ASHIEFERCHL , NE A1~ rp 7 B 6 7 R AR
(43 J& Bacillus Escherichia- Shigella) ¥3) E. A [& &
A7 TAA BT, Ferf 5 BRI A T8 (90 J& Bacillus

114

an) o>

Escherichia) BAT P BR AR IBE /1, CA 2 B 54k
18 Bacillus~Escherichia-Shigella J& WA # B A 4
TjHE » Brahim Z&P9 M\ Eh A2 MY Salicornia brachiata
H o> BSR4 Bk Bacillus J& A AR B 20 # e 2™ TAA
PR BN W S5 O AR A, P bR MALT7 AR
NS R PR 64.5% 5 Di ZECT N H I A 43 5
T — AR A B 2 HU AT B (Bacillus subtilis) 7] 2 35 32 &
HIEA YR AR & 2, Rzl 5 2 AT
J5 HRE & B A B RS R O 0 i 29.26% .
50.78%7F1 15.49% ., H REEAI ik R AR A K H e
A2 285 A P v s 52280 9T 2 M ot 1
Escherichia coli- Enterobacter cloacae % Cd i 52
PE AR A= D g i R B, 2 Bk B R BT BAT 32 Cd™ #x
KK FEAE 400 mg - L' P bk T 5 i i B & 8
11.37.9.09 mg - L '; IAA 7= & & K{H A 55.01.
26.12 mg-L'; Escherichia coli 1E5 9% 2 5 4 K F~
B3 AKBE 71 5 9% 5 Enterobacter cloacae 1F 1~4 d P
PRI AR RE RTINS . 2 ) BH AR S b
GBS0 34 BRI AR LA Bacillus NI, HA 9
W43 J& T Bacillus Escherichia- Shigella- Pseudomo-
nas M Atlantibacter 1] W 42 & [7] I B A [ %™
IAA EBERI 73 R LT e R I Thie . AHEFLRT IR T
W AE B (93 )8 Bacillus « Escherichia~ Shigella) FI{E 4
Lhae 50 N0 78— B0, wIAE it IR e 2 o v
TEAR AT AE Y B o

25 Lk, 23 N IRR 1~ 2 B 45 2 39 #k

WA, 7@ T 3 ANE 7 A, e L3R JE A Ba-

cillus J& , BARA 1 & TOM - P A2 B 10 4 8 S AR 35 B

J& o X5 T AR AR R B AR T REBEAT BT 7T, A

7 Bk P9 A T (AL SO TAA ThE, V@

Bacillus~Escherichia J& ] 5 Pk AE B B A =8k 84

Thae, HIE N Bacillus J&IINATE 22-4 LR LA RE

DI AN ST TR R P A P (0 A2 B 7 R AT

PRt M BT

S0k
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